
Meetings:  1st Tuesday of every month. 
6:00 to 6:20 – Meet and Greet
6:20 to 6:30 – Announcements, Pledge and Prayer
6:30 to 6:45 – Our “Always Good, Always Plenty” meal
6:45 to 7:30 – Guest Introduction/Program/Speakers
7:35 to 8:30 – Legion/Auxiliary/SAL Business Meeting

Visit/Join us at - 2001 SE 31s t Ave, Ocala, FL 34471 (in Jervey Gantt Park next to the MC Health Dept.)

Post membership is open to ALL Veterans who served from WWII to Present!

Serving Ocala Veterans since 1919
Beginning our 101st year in 2020

Join up and be part of our Veteran Support Team!

Inside this issue ---
Post 27 and our involvement with Scouting by Ron Perkins ….………………………….. Page 2
Hospice recognizes Veterans and VFW Post 4209 Up Coming Events ……………..… Page 3
Marion County Citizens Academy & Women in the Military …….…….………..……….. Page 4
Good to Know Info for Veterans – VA Benefits & Veterans in the classroom ..…...Page 5
Auxiliary Unit News and Son’s of the American Legion ……………………………………... Page6
What does your membership provide for veterans & the community ………………. Page 7
Calendar of Events, Post 27 Officers ……………………………………………….………………... Page 8

Ocala Memorial Post # 27
1st Quarter 2020 NEWSLETTER

Ocala Memorial Post # 27
1st Quarter 2020 NEWSLETTER



Page 2

By Ron Perkins:
I spent 23 years on active duty in the USAF. Being Florida natives, 
my wife and I decided to return to the Sunshine State when I 
retired to raise our five kids closer to family. I got a job in Ocala in 
2008 and we’ve been here ever since. We love Ocala!

While raising my kids, I learned to coach soccer and became 
a Scout leader. My oldest son is an Eagle Scout and is now an adult. 
My youngest son is a Life Scout in Troop 172. When I joined Post 27, 
Brian Voge and I discovered our common interest in Scouting. He 
asked me if I would be the Post Scouting Chair and I agreed. 

A couple months ago our Post voted to charter a new 
Venture Scout Crew and I recently received some information 
regarding the Post Scouting Chair position. Therefore, I’d like to 
share with the Post members the special connection between The 
American Legion and Scouting. 

By being involved with Scouting, Legionnaires can help this 
younger generation embrace leadership, citizenship, patriotism, 
and community service. The more we’re involved the more impact 
we will have. The prospect is exciting!

As we know, The American Legion’s four pillars are: 
Veteran’s Affairs & Rehabilitation, National Security, Americanism, 
and Children & Youth. Similarly, the Scouting program has four 
specific objectives known as the “Aims of Scouting.” They are 
character development, leadership development, citizenship 
training, and personal fitness. At their first national convention in 
1919, Legionnaires endorsed the Scouting movement. Over 100 
years later, Post 27 continues to be involved with and supportive of 
Scouting. 

Our Post does a great job of sending Boys and Girls to Boys 
State and Girls State on an annual basis. We are also very involved 

with the American Legion Oratorical Contest to include successfully 
sponsoring the National winner, Geeta Minocha, in 2015. 

Our involvement in Scouting will provide a natural supply of 
applicants and competitors to these very important youth events 
within The American Legion. 

As the new Post Scouting Chair, I’m still learning my role. 
I’m also excited to know our Post is willing to invest in the younger 
generation of Americans. In The American Legion Magazine in 
December 2019, Vice President Mike Pence credits the American 
Legion Oratorical Contest with the beginning of his love affair with 
the Constitution of the United States. He also feels a great debt of 
gratitude to the Legion for what it has meant in his life. 

As community leaders investing in our youth, I believe Post 
27 will help create more influential Americans like Vice President 
Mike Pence. I look forward to being the liaison between Post 27 
and the local Boy Scout units. 

Thank you for this opportunity!



Our mission: To provide exceptional compassionate end-of-life care to our 
community. Hospice of Marion County and Its affiliated companies, Accent 
Medical, and The Center for Comprehensive Palliative Care are committed 
to the highest Standards of Excellence.

Hospice House Veteran Recognition Ceremonies:
In an effort to reach out to the brave men and women who have given so 
much for our country, Hospice of Marion County launched a Veteran’s 
Pinning Ceremony in 2009. Hospice volunteers conduct the brief ceremony 
program which includes the Pledge of Allegiance, a Veteran’s blessing and 
official flag pinning with the Hospice–Veterans Partnership pin. The 
ceremonies provide touching moments and lasting memories for our 
patients and families. One of the first “pinnings” honored a U.S. Army 
veteran of WWII. Since 2009, volunteers have performed 450 Veterans’ 
Pinning Ceremonies at patients’ homes, nursing homes and for our own 
employees and volunteers.

AN INVITATION TO ALL VETERANS!

Join us for breakfast Monday January 20th at 9am at our “Veterans Café” 
to share comradeship and conversation with fellow veterans as well as  
learning about Hospice services. The Hospice Elliott Center is located at: 
3231 SW 34th Avenue in Ocala – Just a block behind the Paddock Mall.

PLEASE NOTE: All Post 27 members are 

welcome to use the lounge facilities at VFW Post 4209! 
Please help support our fantastic partner with the Tank!

SPAGHETTI DINNER, January 30, 4:30-6:30
* $5 All you can eat.
* $7 Meatballs (not all you can eat)
* Kids under 10 eat free!

ANNUAL FLEA MARKET, February --. 8;00-3:00
* Vendors welcome, Tables available. Call Harriett 867-0117
* Breakfast & Lunch, coffee & tea, available for purchase
* Benefits Ft. McCoy Veterans Home new roof project

SUPER BOWL SUNDAY - February 2nd 
* Enjoy the big game with your fellow Veterans 
*  Watch on the BIG screen!

VALENTINE'S DAY SOCK HOP - February 14th, 6:30
* Wear your "Poodle" skirt (women only!) 
• Enjoy the great 50's, 60's music.

* Door Prizes/50/50/Silent Auction Raffle Table
* Bring Finger Foods To Share

TACO NIGHT Every Monday from 4:30 to 7:00pm
• Try the “Stuffed Burrito” or a fresh Taco made to order. 

Great food Reasonably Priced.

FISH NIGHT Every Friday from 4:30 to 7:00pm
• We serve Fried or baked cold water fish, or a combination 

of fish and shrimp, or whatever our alternate might be for 
that night. Remember, to wear a Red Shirt on Friday’s and 
your first draft beer is 50¢. Red Shirts reminds us to 
“R.E.D.” (Remember Everyone Deployed)!



Women in the 
Military

Women have been a part of the 
war effort since the Revolutionary 
War, but in the early days of our 
nation they had to cloak 
themselves in disguise to serve 
alongside men. When they were 
accepted into the military, 
women were given auxiliary roles. 

The First Female U.S. Soldiers
During the Revolutionary, Civil 
and Mexican Wars, a small 
number of women were involved 
in combat, but they had to 
disguise themselves as men and 
enlist under aliases. Deborah 
Samson Gannett, from Plymouth, 
Massachusetts, was one of the 
first American woman soldiers. In 
1782, she enlisted under the 
name of her deceased brother, 
Robert Shurtleff Samson. For 17 
months, Samson served in the 
Continental Army during the 
Revolutionary War. She was

wounded twice. She cut a musket ball out of her own thigh so a doctor wouldn't find out she was 
a woman. Years later, in 1804, Samson was awarded a pension for her service. Also during the 
Revolution War, in 1776, Margaret Corbin fought alongside her husband and 600 American 
soldiers as they defended Fort Washington, New York.

In the Mexican War, Elizabeth C. Newcume dressed in male attire and joined the military at 
Fort Leavenworth, Kansas. In 1847, she battled Native Americans in Dodge City. Ten months 
later, she was discharged when her gender was discovered. In July 1848, however, Congress paid 
her the land and money she was owed for her service.
In the Civil War, several women disguised themselves as men to enlist and fight for the Union. 
Sarah Rosetta Wakeman enlisted as Private Lyons Wakeman. She died during the war in New 
Orleans at the Marine General Hospital. At the time of her death, her true gender was not 
known. In fact, her headstone reads Lyons Wakeman.

During World War I, the U.S. Navy and Marine Corps allowed women to enlist. More than 
12,000 enlisted and about 400 died during the war. Women also worked for the American Red 
Cross and the United Service Organizations, as well as in factory, office, transportation, and 
other jobs vacated by men who were off at war. By the end of World War I, women made up 
24% of aviation plant workers.

In World War II, a total of 350,000 women served in the U.S. military. More than 60,000 
women served as Army nurses and over 14,000 served as Navy nurses. Even though they were 
far from combat, 67 Army nurses were captured in the Philippines by the Japanese in 1942. They 
were held as POWs for almost three years. Over a dozen Navy nurses were also captured by the 
Japanese during the war. 



VETERANS IN THE CLASSROOM PROGRAM

PROGRAM OBJECTIVE
The program is designed to better acquaint public, parochial and private
school students with military veterans and their service and experience
in the United States of America military. The program is established in
support of Florida Statute 1003.42

VETERAN VOLUNTEERS
As a volunteer, you may attend a training session and must complete and
clear a background screening application. Veterans will be asked to
complete a military service record which will be used to build a database
including years of service, conflicts, experiences, and areas of speaking
interest. This database will allow teachers to use your assistance in
enhancing instructional opportunities.

Veterans in the Classroom brings history to life by placing experienced
military veterans directly before students in the classroom. Their
personal experiences help students understand the importance of
military service and build patriotism and respect for America. Special
Lessons focus on Veteran’s Day and Memorial Day as well as other dates
of military significance. Veterans provide invaluable insight and first-hand
knowledge of history that excites student learning. Veterans are an
important part of our history and provide in-depth discussion on the
impact history has on today’s world.

LEGISLATIVE INFLUENCE
The Marion County School District has been tasked by the State
Legislature to emphasize patriotism and love of country as a part of the
school curriculum. Marion County’s veterans serve as volunteers, helping
teachers bring real-life military and patriotic service into the classroom.

CONTACT – Tracy Voigt for questions or an application:       
Tracy.Voigt@marion.k12.fl.us - Phone: 352-867-2141



After sending 25% of its total collections 
from Poppy Days prior to Memorial Day 
and Veterans Day 2019 to Department, 
Unit 27 of the American Legion Auxiliary 
has donated its remaining collections to 
the following organizations: Vets Helping 
Vets, Service Dogs for Veterans, Women’s 
Veterans in Crisis, Blue Star Mothers and 
Veteran Family Endeavors. It also voted to 
donate $500 to Post 27 from its earnings 
while helping with the 2019 FVW Taco 
Nights.

During its January meeting the Unit 
heard a talk by Amanda Stoner, Veteran 
Liaison and trainer for Service Dogs for 
Veterans, who thanked the unit for its 
donation and described the process of 
selecting, training and matching service 
dogs and Veterans. The organization, 
working with the Humane Society and 

Veterans agencies, has matched and 
trained 18 pairs in the past 18 months in 
Alachua and Marion Counties.

Unit 27 members also heard a 
report about the recent District 4 meeting 
and voted to order six copies of “Daddy, 
Can You See the Moon?” Written by Gayle 
Krause, an American Legion Auxiliary 
member, the book is intended to help 
children of active duty military personnel 
serving overseas. These beautifully 
illustrated books will be donated to local 
elementary school libraries and to the 
Marion County Public Library located near 
the Veterans Park. The books cost $16.95 
apiece.

The unit will also co-sponsor a 
guardian for an Honor Flight Veteran in 
2020. The cost for each guardian who 
accompanies a Veteran from World War II 
or the Korean or Vietnam Conflicts is $400, 
while the Veterans have no cost. 
Sponsorship of guardians is the Florida 
State Auxiliary President’s Special Project, 
and each unit is encouraged to participate.

Remember, Auxiliary membership 
($35 for seniors, $7 for juniors under 18 
years) is now open to male spouses of 
Veterans and also is open to spouses, 
sisters, daughters and granddaughters of 
all honorably discharged military Veterans. 
Unit 27 must increase its membership this 
year in order to have adequate 
participation in Girls State and Poppy Day 
activities.

What is Auxiliary 
Unit 27 Doing for 

Veterans?

Auxiliary UpdateAuxiliary Update

POST 27
LITTLE MISS

POPPY

The Post 27 Auxiliary Unit has raised 
and donated approximately $50,000 in 
donation to Veterans causes during the 

past 10 years.
All by loyal members standing in front of 
stores and distributing Poppies on Memorial 
and Veterans Day! 
Think about that when you see a Legion 
Auxiliary members handing out Poppies! Be 
generous and wear your poppy proudly!



FAMILY & YOUTH
Legion Baseball – Promotes healthy competition, good citizenship and sportsmanship.
Boys State - Students learn first hand how government and democracy works.
Oratorical - A speaking challenge that teaches leadership and American History.
Family and Youth Support - Assistance and resources for military families.
Junior Shooting Sports - Marksmanship, safety and competition that produces Olympians.
Youth Cadet Law Enforcement - Law Enforcement education that instills respect .
Scholarships - The American Legion manages and delivers millions for college.
Scouting - The American Legion sponsors more than 3,500 Scouting Units.

COMMUNITY
Legion Riders - Motorcycling veterans and supporters ride in service to others.
Operation Comfort Warriors - Comfort items, recreational experiences for recovering troops.
National Emergency Fund - Wen disaster strikes, the legion steps up.
Volunteering - From youth sports to VA info desks, the Legion offers time and energy.
Homeless Veterans - Veterans in need of assistance have a friend in the American Legion.
Amateur Radio Club - The American Legion is a leader of Amateur Radio.

NATIONAL ISSUES AND POLICIES
National Convention - America’s largest annual gathering of veterans and patriotic families.
Washington Conference - Voices of Veterans amplified by the American Legion on Capital Hill.
Legislative - Take action, be heard on veterans’ issues and American Legion priorities.
Flag Advocacy - Learn about our nation’s colors and their proper display.
National Security - The American Legion stands by our troops and their mission.
Citizenship - Veterans help immigrants become citizens.

WHY SHOULD YOU JOIN THE AMERICAN LEGION?
Your Membership Supports Families and Youth, 

the Community and Nation!

The Sons of The American Legion was created in 1932 
as an organization within The American Legion The 
S.A.L. is made up of boys and men of all  ages whose 
parents or grandparents served in the United States 
military and became eligible for membership in The 
American Legion. Together, members of The 
American Legion, The American Legion Auxiliary and 
the Sons of The American Legion make up what is 
known as The Legion Family. All  three organizations 
place high importance on preserving our American 
traditions and values, improving the quality of l ife for 
our nation’s children, caring for veterans and their 
families, and perhaps most importantly, teaching the 
fundamentals of good citizenship.
Squadrons began to spring up through the Nation, 
including Florida. The Sons in Florida did not have a 
formal organization beyond the Squadrons that were 
chartered. Detachment of Florida began getting 
organized during the mid to late 1960’s. This lead to 
our First Detachment Commander being elected in 
1970. Over the last 4 decades the Florida Sons, under 
the direction of the many Detachment Leaders, have 
prospered. 
Our membership has grown to over 19,000 members 
and over 180 Squadrons across 16 Districts and 6 
areas.
Since 1988, the S.A.L. has raised more than $16 
million dollars for The American Legion Child Welfare 
Foundation, S.A.L. members have volunteered over 
320,000 hours at veterans hospitals, and have raised 
over $1,000,000 for VA hospitals and VA homes .

Who are the 
“Sons of the 

American Legion?

ALL Veterans who served between WWII are now eligible 
for membership in the American Legion!  

Join and support our mission and programs!



Start 2020 off right by being a regular 
attendee at post meetings. Please go to 
our Facebook Page and let us know if you 
are coming by checking “I’m Coming.” 

Legion Dues for 2020 remain at $35 

JANUARY

• Considering our $35 annual dues, members 
get 12 great meals for less than $3 each. 
Think about that as return on investment! 

• January 19th @ 1:00 – Oratorical 
Contest at Belleview Post 284.

• January 20th @ 9:00 – Veterans Café 
(Elliott Hospice Ctr 3231 SW 34th Ave) 
Join us for breakfast & conversation.

• January 27th @ 6pm – Eboard Meeting 
at VFW Post 4209 (back room).

• January 30th From 9am to 3pm – Vets 
Helping vets Stand Down at VHV bldg.

FEBRUARY

• February 3rd - Four Chaplains Day

• February 4th @ 6pm – Post 27 Monthly
meeting –Member Recognition Night.

• February 6th @ 6pm – Cellphone calling 
session to contact members with 
delinquent dues and Post 400 members.

• February 15th @ 6pm – Recognition Lunch 
to honor Marion Military Students.

• February 24th @ 6pm – Eboard Meeting at 
VFW Post 4209 (back room).

MARCH

• March 3rd @ 6pm – Post 27 Monthly 
meeting –Boys & Girls State Candidates tell 
why they should be selected.

• March 29th National Vietnam Veterans Day

• March 30th @ 6pm – Eboard Meeting at 
VFW Post 4209 (back room).

Post 27 Officers for 2019-2020
• Commander - David Companion
• Adjutant - Alan Johnson
• 1st Vice Commander - Russell Grice
• 2nd Vice Commander - Vacant
• Sergeant at Arms - Alan May
• Service Officer - Ken Davis
• Chaplain - Gary Pascale
• Finance Officer - Charles (Chip) Rich
• Historian/Webmaster - Brian Voge
• Past Commander – Russell Grice
• Past Commander – Rev. Arthur Rushlow
• Past Commander - Joe Voge
• Past Commander - Fred Miley
• Boys State Chair – David Companion
• Oratorical Chair – Brian Voge
• Jr. Shooting Sports Chair –Ken Davis
• Boy Scout Chair – Ron Perkins

Welcome to New Members:
Dr. Chris Johnson – Army
Elery Dunn – Army

Legion Membership is open to all 
Veterans WWII to Present!
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