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Serving Ocala Veterans since 1919
Beginning our 102st year in 2021

Join us and be part of our Veteran Support Team!

Meetings:  1st Tuesday of every month. 
1800 to 1830 – Meet, Greet, and Eat
1830 to 1840 – Announcements, Pledge and Prayer
1840 to 1920 – Guest Introduction/Program/Speakers
1920 to 1945 – Legion/Auxiliary/SAL Business Meeting

Visit us at - 2001 SE 31st Ave, Ocala, FL 34471



Merry Christmas and Happy New year from 
Ocala Memorial Post 27 of the American 
Legion... Let me tell you about what has 
happened at the Post during this very odd year!
This may surprise everyone, but 2020 has been 
a fairly successful year for the Post...I say that 
In spite of all the Covid-19 Lockdowns, stay at 
home, social distancing, toilet paper hoarding, 
mask-wearing, Rioting, statue destruction, anti-
police movement, Presidential election, and a 
host of other things that went on this year.
Why was it a good year you might ask, well 
mostly because we grew in membership from 
around 150 members to approximately 200 
members! This reversed a trend that had been 
growing as our older veteran members sadly 
were transferring to “Post Everlasting.”
This was a good year because Post 27 started a 
“Legion Riders” Chapter and within a few 
weeks grew to 18 charter members. The Riders 
are the most visible to the public part of the 
Legion. They also raise a lot of money for 
Legion causes and provide tremendous support 
to Veterans in need. They are loud and flashy 
on their motorcycles and leather vests. They 
are also the most generous with their time, 
energy, and contributions. This couldn’t happen 
without the efforts of our 1st Vice Commander 
organizing this effort, and our Finance Officer 
who volunteered to be the Commander of the 
Riders Chapter and the Charter Members of the 
Chapter.
Post 27 has also agreed to sponsor a Scouting 
Venture Crew, which is beginning to form. This 
Venture Crew is open to both boys and girls 
ages 14 to 20, that are interested in sports. 
They will be planning and enjoying fishing, 

hiking, sailing, hunting, and a host of other 
sporting activities. Post 27 is known through 
the Legion District and State for its support of 
Children and Youth programs. Our Scouting 
Chairperson and Venture Crew Leader have 
spearheaded this effort.

That’s not all the Post accomplished this year. 
We are extremely proud to be one of the 
primary supporters of the Veterans Grave 
Restoration project founded by Ernie & Carol 
Kern. In case you haven’t heard of them, we 
made a video of what the project hopes to 
accomplish. You can watch it on YouTube, a link 
is provided on our Post website. Through this 
effort, several High School JROTC Units have 
pledged to maintain Veterans' gravesites at 
local cemeteries.
The Post has been blessed to have a wonderful 
mix of talented members who have given their 
time and effort to support our projects.
Our officers have been critical to our success 
this year as they have been in the past. Our 
Adjutant has continually maintained us on an 
even keel in spite of some personal hardships. 
Our 1st and 2nd Vice Commanders along with 
our Finance Officer have kept us on course, as 
well as our Judge Advocate who tries to 
maintain order at our meetings. Our past 
Commanders have remained active in post 
affairs and provide their invaluable experience 
and advice.
This year we’ve been able to recruit several 
talented new members who’ve stepped up and 
become officers. Our new Sergeant at arms is 
an example, he not only does a fantastic job, 
but also is able to play taps at ceremonies. 
We’ve also recruited a Computer Savvy IT 

Specialist who is pushing us into the modern 
world of the Internet and Social Media. She has 
taken the lead on our Virtual Meeting 
technology which is starting to work very 
smoothly. We are hoping that her efforts will 
help us recruit younger veterans. 

We’ve also been able to recruit a personable 
young Gulf War Veteran who is studying for the 
ministry, he has volunteered to be our Chaplain 
to provide solace and comfort to veterans in 
times of sorrow and loneliness. Having a moral 
compass is critical to our success. Other new 
recruits have become involved with other 
programs and really made a difference.
Our biggest blessing is having an Auxiliary Unit 
that provides many services to the community 
as well as providing our famous “Always Good, 
Always Plenty” dinners at our meetings. They 
are rebuilding their membership numbers to 
increase the many services they provide to our 
Children & Youth programs and outreach to 
veterans in need.
Covid restrictions have hindered the Memorial 
& Veterans Day distribution of Poppies, which 
is a program of the Legion Auxiliary. The Poppy 
Programs usually raises nearly $5,000 annually 
that the Auxiliary donates to other Veteran 
Support Organizations such as Hank Whittier’s 
wonderful Vets Helping Vets organization. They 
also donate to organizations that provide 
service animals to Veterans, and mental and 
physical health organizations such as Hospice
among others. Please note that every year the 
Auxiliary passes 100% of their poppy donations 
to other charities who support Veterans causes.

Continued on next page à



Yes, the post itself has had some difficulties, 
the two most disappointing things that 
happened were that the three young men and 
two young women we had selected as 
delegates to Boys and Girls State were not 
allowed to attend due to the shutdown. This 
interrupted an 78-year tradition of High School 
Juniors spending a week in Tallahassee learning 
how governments are formed and running for 
political offices at Boys and Girls State. One of 
our Past Commanders has headed up this 
program for the last several years’ and will be 
working to assure we identify excellent 
Delegates to represent the Post this year as 
well.

The other major disappointment was when our 
Oratorical Contestant won the Florida American 
Legion Contest, but the National Contest was 
canceled due to Covid worries. Post 27 was 
hoping that we would be the first Legion Post in 
history to win two National Championships 
after our National Contest winner in 2015.
We were also not able to present School Medal 
Awards to Elementary and Middle School 
Students who exhibit outstanding leadership 
and scholarship traits. We also were not able to 
present JROTC Medals to the various units in 
the area. This program has also been chaired by 
one of our Past Post Commanders for many 
years.

One last disappointment was the effect on our 
meeting attendance, which was gaining in 
numbers until the social distancing and other 
CDC health warning limitations took effect. We 
have enacted a program thanks to our new 
Webmaster and Media Specialist to make this 
negative effect into a positive change for the 
good.

To counteract this, the Post has been 
experimenting with online meeting technology 
and we think we have a handle of how to utilize 
a blended approach to simultaneously combine 
in-person and Virtual meetings. We hope that 
using this approach, members who are not able 
to attend in-person meetings, can actively 
participate in our monthly meeting.
Ocala Memorial Post 27 is beginning our 
second century serving the Veteran Community 
in Ocala. We are looking forward to growing 
our services as we grow our membership. Our 
goal for the coming year is to increase services 
available for Women Veterans. Women 
veterans are probably the most under-served 
and under-recognized members of the veteran 
community, we want to change that and 
recognize their contributions and provide the 
services and honors that they richly deserve.
One last Blessing that we as a Post enjoy is the 
comradeship of other Veteran Organizations 
like our friends at VFW Post 4209 for their 
support. Unlike some other Posts across the 
state, Legion Post 27 does not have a bar or 
lounge. However, because of our close 
relationships, VFW Post 4209 allows our 
members access to their lounge facilities. We 
have good friends at the AMVETS and other 
veterans' organizations like the Vietnam 
Veterans of America who provide support and 
assistance helped us as well.
Ocala Memorial Post 27 of the American Legion 
is most grateful to the City of Ocala mayor , city 
council, administrators and especially the 
Recreation and Parks Department for their 
support. Just last year we gave up the Building 
in Tuscawilla Park that had been our Post Home 
for the past 86 years. The City of Ocala offered 

us the Coleman Center in beautiful Jervey Gantt 
Park on SE 32nd Avenue as our new Post Home. 
They increased the parking by over 40 spaces 
and renovated the interior of the building, 
the restrooms and kitchen. This was a special 
gift that coincided with the end of our first 100 
years in Ocala.
To all who have helped us, supported our 
programs and our members, we wish you all a 
Very Merry Christmas and the hope that 2021 
will see an end to our current Covid-19 
Emergency.

I’m Brian Voge, Commander of Ocala Memorial 
Post 27 … wishing you and yours a safe and 
merry Christmas and the hope that Next Year 
things will see us returning to a near normal 
existence. 
If you’re a veteran of any branch of service 
from 1941 to the present, consider joining us at 
Post 27. Remember also that our Auxiliary Unit 
is open to men and women whose parents or 
grandparents were veterans. Our Son’s of the 
American Legion also provides this same 
opportunity. Our Legion Riders Chapter is open 
to all Veterans, Auxiliary Members, and Son’s of 
the American Legion. Please honor our 
veterans in an active way by joining our Legion 
Family, it would be an excellent way to honor 
veterans and their service to this great nation.



New rules passed by Congress!
• President Trump signed a bill The 

“LEGIONS ACT of 2019” on July 30, 
expanding American Legion membership 
eligibility.

• Arizona Senator Kyrsten Sinema
introduced the legislation, whose 
acronym stands for “Let Everyone Get 
Involved in Opportunities for National 
Service.” The law, co-sponsored by 
Senator Thom Tillis of North Carolina, 
allows the veterans organization to 
expand its membership eligibility to 
include honorably discharged former 
American servicemen and 
servicewomen who served between 
recognized periods of war.

• Post 27 Executive Board has called the 
act “a wonderful opportunity for 
approximately 6 million veterans, who 
were previously not eligible, to access 
American Legion programs and benefits.

• “No longer are ‘cold war era’ veterans 
excluded, veterans who put on the 
uniform and served their country just 
like every other military veteran in 
American history,” he said. “I’m excited 
for the opportunity to meet and work 
with more service veterans from the 
Newtown area and have their support 
for our local programs.”

• According to legion.org, “The LEGIONS 
ACT” redefines membership eligibility 
dates, which now span from December 
7, 1941, until a time when the US is no 
longer at war, as determined by 
Congress.

• Veterans who were honorably 
discharged but whose service did not fall 
into the previous defined war eras may 
now join The American Legion 
immediately. To do so, eligible members 
may sign up with our Adjutant at Post 27 
or online at https://legion.org/join. Be 
sure to specify that you want to join 
local post #27. 

• This bill will undoubtably help our 
membership grow. In the past we have 
turned away quite a few wonderful 
veterans because their service dates 
were in between the dates of listed 
“wars” approved by our original 
congressional charter.

• Cold War Ribbon & Medal –
• All VETERANS WHO SERVED BETWEEN 

THE END OF WW II AND NOW ARE 
ELIGIBLE TO WEAR THE COLD WAR 
MEDAL AND RIBBON. 

• Unfortunately, you will need to buy it 
yourself, the government will not 
provide them for free. 

• RECRUITMENT INCENTIVE -
• American Legion National Commander 

James W. “Bill” Oxford will award his 
national commander "A Foundation for 
the Future" membership excellence pin 
to any Legionnaire who obtains three (3) 
new members into The American 
Legion.

• A new member is any eligible person 
joining for the 2020 membership year 
who was not a member of The American 
Legion during the 2019 membership 
year.

Legionnaires & Auxiliary members: Become Recruiters, ask your friends and co-workers to join …
We can make this post more active and provide more services!

Remember, “if you always do what you’ve always done, you’ll always get what you always got!”

https://legion.org/join


Ocala has a large number of Veteran Owned Small Businesses. We 
need to support those Veterans by shopping at their stores and 
utilizing their services. We will be listing them in our newsletters. 

• Ken Davis Auto Repair - (352) 867-5100 – located at 2332 NE 
29th Ave., Ocala, FL 34470 - https://kendavisautomotive.com/

• WOCA “The Source” – 96.3 FM – 1370 AM – https://woca.com
• Wood Printing - (352) 629-1665 - 1740 NE 23rd Terrace, Ocala, 

FL 34470 – A very “Vet Friendly” place for your printing needs.
• Wise Guys Pizza - Pearl Britton Plaza - 2653 NE 35th St, Ocala, 

FL - 352 789 6569 - https://www.wiseguysocala.com/
• Legacy Insurance Consultants – 352-816-0937 – Julian Sinisterra

Agent – www.legacyinsure.com
• Ocala Promotions - promotional product distributor - call (352) 

358-1642 or visit their website - https://ocalapromotions.com/
• Stuff the Bus Ocala – their mission is to provide school supplies 

to needy children - a community outreach of the MOAA. 
stuffthebus.florida@aol.com Please donate to this cause.

More Veteran owned businesses will be added in every issue as 
we learn who they are, and they learn about Post 27. We 
recommend that veteran business owners connect with our 100-
year-old post and share your knowledge, experience, and 
friendship with fellow veterans!

• These are our core values of this group. We expect you to 
participate in this group by adhering to these standards. You're 
strong alone, but together we're unstoppable.

• VetNet is an excellent way for Veterans in business or considering 
starting a business to network with other Veterans. The concept is 
for Veterans to encourage, support, provide mentoring, share 
information and education with other Veterans.

• In todays business world an owner who knows how to network has a 
huge advantage. Veterans already have an advantage because they 
already know how to work in a team environment. VetNet Ocala is 
just an extension of the team they served with in the military. It’s 
one thing to get advice from a book, article, or YouTube video, it’s 
quite another to receive first-hand advice from fellow veterans. 

VetNet Ocala meets the 2nd Tuesday of every month at 9am at the 
Ocala “PowerPlant Business Incubator” - located at 405 SE Osceola Ave.
Ocala, Florida 34471

VetNet Ocala is designed to connect 
Veteran business owners and 
entrepreneurs, provide knowledge 
and resources to grow your 
business, and increase your reach 
online. 

• This is not a place for political, 
religious, or VA related rants or 
memes. Respect, Service, 
Integrity, Community. 

VFW Post 4209 – Home of the Tank
VFW Post 4209 and American Legion Post 27 have had a fantastic relationship. 
All members of Post 27 can visit VFW 4209 and enjoy their Non-Smoking 
Bar/lounge open every day 1 – 8pm. Also, enjoy their wonderful Friday Fish 
Fry @ 4- 7pm.  Post 4209 is located at 4805 NE 36th Ave, Ocala, FL 34479

https://kendavisautomotive.com/
https://woca.com/
tel:+13527896569
https://www.wiseguysocala.com/
http://www.legacyinsure.com/
https://ocalapromotions.com/
mailto:stuffthebus.florida@aol.com


GIRLS STATE SPONSORS NEEDED
The American Legion Auxiliary Unit of Ocala Post 27 is seeking 
sponsors for our "Girls State program.” Due to the limitations 
on fundraising opportunities caused by Covid-19, we are in 
need of sponsors for three girls to attend the week-long 
program in Tallahassee. The girls will learn how governments 
are formed. They will be assigned to a political party, campaign 
for City, County and State Offices. While in Tallahassee, they 
are housed in Florida State University dorms, hold meetings in 
the Florida State Legislature Chambers and the Supreme Court. 
During this event they will meet and interact with political 
leaders.
Girls State delegates are driven to and from Tallahassee by 
volunteer Marion County Deputies, and while in Tallahassee 
they will be guarded and escorted 24/7 by volunteer female 
Florida State Troopers.
From this life changing experience, these girls form friendships 
and contacts that they will last for a lifetime.
Sponsorship costs are $400 for each girl, which covers all their 
expenses for the week. As a sponsor of one of these girls, you 
will be invited to dinner at our post and participate in the Girls 
State selection process at our February 2nd meeting at 6pm at 
Post 27. You will be recognized at this meeting and given a 
plaque to commemorate and to thank you for your 
sponsorship.

Please help one of our young High School Juniors to experience 
this unique opportunity. Your sponsorship will provide a 
lifetime memory and influence the future career of some 
young girl. 
Please Note: Sponsorship is not allowed if you are related to 
one of the candidates. The final selection will be made by the 
Auxiliary Unit Selection Committee.



• January 4th (Tuesday) @ 6pm –
Post 27 Monthly meeting … our 
“Always Good, Always Plenty” dinner 
will be Extra Good. Plan on attending. 
Please go to our Facebook Page and 
let us know if you are coming by 
checking “I’m Coming.” We will be 
having an interesting program 
followed by a short Business meeting.

• January  15th (Friday) Last day for 
Boys & Girls State candidates to 
submit applications. 

• January  16th (Saturday) @ 1pm  
Legion Riders meeting @ Warhorse 
Harley Dealership. Please note this is 
our 1st meeting at the new location.

• January  23rd (Saturday) 
Interviews of Boys & Girls State 
applicants as scheduled by the 
interview teams for the Legion & 
Auxiliary. 

• January 25th (Monday) @ 
6:30pm Executive Board meeting at 
VFW Post 4209

• February 2nd (Tuesday) @ 6pm –
Post 27 Monthly meeting … our 
“Always Good, Always Plenty” dinner 
will be Extra Good. Plan on attending. 
Please go to our Facebook Page and 
let us know if you are coming by 
checking “I’m Coming.” We will be

having an interesting program     
followed by a short Business meeting.

• February 13th (Saturday) @ 9am 
District 4 Meeting will be conducted 
at Post 27. Registration at 9 am and 
the meeting starts promptly at 10 am. 
The Auxiliary & Legion are serving  
Port Sandwiches, Cole Slaw and 
Baked Beans for lunch with Ice cream 
Sundaes afterwards. Please RSVP …
Looking forward to seeing you there.

• February 20th @ 1pm – Post 27 
Legion Riders meeting @ Warhorse 
Harley Dealership. 

• February 22th (Monday) @ 
6:30pm Executive Board meeting at 
VFW Post 4209

Upcoming Days to display flags:

• Christmas Day - December 25th
• New Year's Day - January 1st
• Martin Luther King Day – 3rd 

Monday in January
• Inauguration Day - January 20th
• Lincoln's Birthday - February 

12th
• Washington's Birthday – 3rd 

Monday in February

Post 27 Officers for 2020-2021
• Commander - Brian Voge

• Adjutant – Elizabeth (Betty) Wagner

• 1st Vice Commander - Alan Johnson

• 2nd Vice Commander - Ken Davis
• Sergeant at Arms – Richard Saltz

• Service Officer - Ken Davis

• Chaplain – Saul Serrano

• Finance Officer - Charles (Chip) Rich

• Historian/Webmaster - Brian Voge

• Past Commander – David Companion

• Past Commander – Russell Grice

• Past Commander - Fred Miley

• Judge Advocate – Alan May
• Children & Youth Chair – Fred Miley

• Legion Rider Director – Charles Rich

• Asst. Director – Phillip Mackeprang

• Road Master – Dan Burnett

• Treasurer – Roger Shoemaker

• Secretary – Anne Zecca

Post 27 Auxiliary Officers for 2020-2021

• Anna McCurry – President
• Judy Miley – Treasurer

• Jordan Blair – Girls State Chair


